
Sunday Worship 
December 30, 2018 

West View United Methodist Church  
146 Cornell Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15229  

Office: (412) 766-2223 
Rev. Drew Sutton  

Church email: office@westviewumc.church  
www.westviewumc.church  

Remember to pick up your printed copy  
of the weekly newsletter 

THE SEVENTH LESSON                                                Matthew 2:1-11  
After the Jewish shepherds found the baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, Gentile sages traveled from the east. Wise men bearing treasures, 
they sensed the light entering the world.  To better understand their 
intuition, they sought direction from King Herod. However, Herod was blind 
by his power and status to see a light so wondrous. The wise men followed 
instead the starlight to find the joy offered to the world.    

HYMN                                                          UMH 246 Joy to the World 

THE EIGHTH LESSON                                      Revelation 21: 1-5; 22:1-7  
At the very end of the Bible, the Apostle John foresees the consummation of 
all things, when the light of God will restore all things, and when, through 
Jesus, God will put an end to violence, grief, death and the power of 
darkness.   

+HYMN                                        UMH 251 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

+CLOSING PRAYER 
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one person things both 
earthly and heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and 
goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the son and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen.  

+ BENEDICTION  
    The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to  
     shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His  
     countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE                                                                        Patty Neeper 
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
Welcome to All  

+ Please stand as you are able.  Bold indicates congregational response. 

PRELUDE                                                                            Patty Neeper 

WELCOME 

INTROIT                              “Joy To The World”                        Handbell Choir 

+ CALL TO WORSHIP 
   Leader: The holy child in the manger, 

      All: Means the work of Christmas has begun. 
      Leader: Hope and peace pouring out into the world. 
      All: God uses our lives to share joy and love with the world around us. 
      Leader: This is the work of the light of Christmas 
      All: This is the life that God, born to us all, invites us to share.

+ OPENING PRAYER 
      Oh God on high, you dwell in our midst speaking light into the world.    
      Your word becoming flesh, born into a manger, born for us all,  
      offering us love and grace and showing us the way of peace and hope.   
      As we worship, as we tell the story may the light of Christ fill our lives  
      that now share in your kingdom come. 

+ OPENING HYMN                    UMH 234 O Come, All Ye Faithful (v. 1-4) 

THE FIRST LESSON           Genesis 1:1, 27-28, 31a; 2:15-17; 3:1-15, 21, 23-24  
The story of Christmas begins at the dawn of time. God said, “Let there be 
light!” creating all things.  From the fertile soil of creation God breathed life 
into women and men inviting them to be stewards of creation. However, 
instead of following the invitation of light they turned to darkness.  By 
disregarding this offering, God cast them out of the Garden of Eden. Yet in 
mercy and grace, God offered a light to guide and lead people into the  
fullness of life. 

HYMN                           UMH 211 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (v. 1,2,6,7) 

THE SECOND LESSON              Genesis 12:1-4a, 11:29-30; 17:1,16-17; 21:1-3  
As humanity leaned further into darkness, God chose Abraham and Sarah to 
become the family that connected people to the light.  Both Abraham and 
Sarah scoffed at the possibility of being a family as they were far too old to 
have children and yet God’s love made a way out of no way transforming their 
reality and offering them a son.    

HYMN                                      UMH 240 Hark the Herald Angels Sing

THE THIRD LESSON                                                      Isaiah 9:2-7  
Abraham’s descendants became the people of Israel. Through Moses, God 
rescued them from the darkness of slavery in Egypt and commissioned 
them to become God’s ambassadors of light to all the world. But after 
they entered the Promised Land, they forgot their mission to follow the 
light, and turned again to false gods. A deep darkness overcame Israel 
and seven hundred years before the first Christmas, prophets like Isaiah 
foretold of the light entering the world, the birth of a child named 
Emmanuel, Jesus the Christ child.                   

HYMN                                                  UMH 219 What Child Is This? 

THE FOURTH LESSON                                         Luke 1:26-38, 46-55  
For years, prophets tried to remind people to be bearers of light in the 
world as creation groaned in the darkness.  Turmoil ensued as God’s 
people were traded from empire to empire; from Babylon to Persia to 
Greece and finally to Rome.  The hope of light became a distant remnant 
and fear settled upon the people.  Silence of night lead to angel appearing 
to a young Jewish girl in a village in Northern Israel.  
PRAYER of THANKSGIVING 

OFFERTORY                    “Come Rejoicing”                       Chancel Choir 

THE FIFTH LESSON                                                              Luke 2:1-7  
The whole world in motion as a decree from Caesar requires registration 
of all people.  Humanity swirling in chaos.  Through the words of an 
angel a young couple anticipating a child journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, the city of David. In the loving arms of an unwed mother and 
the faithfulness of a non-father father the light of all people is entrusted.  
From Abraham and Sarah to Mary and Joseph the light of the world is 
laid in a manager for all to see.   

HYMN                                                    UMH 217 Away in a Manger 

THE SIXTH LESSON                                                       Luke 2:8-20  
Banished to the fields with their flocks, the shepherds weren’t welcome in 
town as their stench drew the eyes of shame from all people.  In the 
fields, their social prison, they encounter a great light.  The angles 
proclaim, “don’t be afraid, for unto you a child, a Savior, is born.”  The 
darkness of social exile, of injustice, of slavery, of hardness of heart is 
being transformed by a simple magnificent light born for the world.  

HYMN                                                          UMH 245 The First Noel  
     


